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Selfies are no longer the do-
main of duck-faced teenaged girls. 
(That’s not an insult. It’s a descrip-
tion. Google it.) They’re gaining 
in popularity among adults and 
businesses too. Selfies are a way of 
showing customers and potential 
customers a “behind the scenes” 
look at your business. They also 
are an effective way of telling your 
business story.

In addition to selfies, photo 
bombs can be lots of fun as they 
are extremely shareable content. 
Photo bombs start off as portraits, 
similar to selfies, but the person 
in the foreground is upstaged by 
what’s going on behind him/her.

Here are 5 types of selfies/pho-
to bombs you should take for 
your business and post to your  

social streams: 

YOUR HISTORY
A selfie of the business owner in 

front of something historic about 
the business or the year it opened. 
Good ideas include standing in 
front of an old picture of the busi-
ness from way back when, standing 
in front of a former owner’s por-
trait, or the first dollar made in the 
business. If you founded the busi-
ness yourself, recreate a picture of 
you taken when you first opened 
and display them side by side.

WHAT MAKES YOU 
UNIQUE (AND THE SAME)

This picture is all about showcas-
ing your personality but remember 
it is for business as well. Try taking 
a shot in front of a favorite collec-
tion or hobby, a picture of you in 
your favorite spot in town, or you 
enjoying your favorite meal. 

When you post it ask a ques-
tion of your audience, so while it 
appears to be about you, you are 
opening it up to a greater connec-
tion with them. Have fun with 
it. For example, taking a picture 
of you in the morning with your 
coffee/favorite mug. The caption 
could read, “You should’ve seen 
me before I had my first cup. Any-
one else unapproachable before 
their morning coffee?”

YOU AND YOUR 
RIGHT HAND 
NOT LITERALLY.

This selfie is a picture of 
you and the person (or peo-
ple) who helps you beyond 
measure. It could be some-
one who works for you, or a 
vendor partner, your entire 
team, or your best custom-
er. The point of this selfie 
is anything but self-serving. 
Show some appreciation on 
a grand level. Mention how 
thankful you are for that per-
son in the post.

ANSWER THE 
MOST COMMON 
QUESTION ASKED 
OF YOUR BUSINESS

This selfie is a unique way 
of answering the most com-
monly-asked question you 
hear in your business. For in-
stance, if you are always asked 
your hours take a picture of 
yourself Vanna White style show-
casing your open sign and listing 
your hours. Make it funny and 
you’re more apt to see shares.

SHOW THE BUSY-NESS
This idea is more of a photo 

bomb than a selfie but sneak up 
on your employees hard at work, 
or sneak into a meeting and take 

a picture of yourself with them in 
the background. 

The key to this shot is the cap-
tion you use when posting it. 
Something funny like, “This team 
is always hard at work, regardless 
of what I’m doing.”, makes people 
laugh. Let’s face it, people identi-
fy with jokes about hard-working 
employees and their bosses. 

Selfies and photo bombs lend a 

humorous air to your social media 
shares. They delight your audience 
and show a fun side of your busi-
ness. 
All social media posts should ei-
ther educate, entice, or entertain. 
With selfies you have the last one 
covered brilliantly.
Jill R. McCartney, IOM
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5 Selfies You Need to Take 
for Your Business

NEW MEMBERS!
Dale “Fig” Newton

Perfect Catering

Arabella of Kilgore
Ben Maines Air Conditioning, Inc.

Bodacious Bar-B-Q
Closure Systems International

Coldwell Banker Lenhart 
Properties, Inc.
CrossFit Kilgore

East Texas Lumber Company

Kilgore Small Animal Hospital

Reel East Texas Film Festival

Schleier & Brown, Attorneys

Selleck Accounting & Finance, PLLC

Sparkle Janitorial, LLC

Sparklight

Texas Defense Articulations

MEMBER INVESTOR 
RENEWALS

Find a Chamber Member in the Business Directory at www.KilgoreChamber.com.

Two of our fearless leaders, Mark Robinson of SWEPCO and Tim Capps, Man-
aging Partner of Gabriel/Jordan Buick GMC, took the opportunity to use the cell 
phone belonging to President & CEO Jill McCartney White at an event in 2019.

July 21 Morning Brew 8:00am  Patterson of Kilgore

July 26  Ribbon Cutting  11:30am  Phynet – Kilgore Clinic

July 27  Ribbon Cutting  4:00pm  The Bliss House

Aug 3  EMT’s Meeting  11:30am  Kilgore Chamber

Aug 4  MixPo  4:30pm – 7:00pm  Meadowbrook Event Center

Aug 5  Government Affairs  11:30am  Kilgore Chamber

Aug 9  Ambassador Lunch  11:30am  TBA

Aug 11  Executive Meeting  12:00pm  Kilgore Chamber

Aug 15  Chamber Board  12:00pm  Kilgore Chamber

Aug 18  Morning Brew  8:00am  Arbor Grace of Kilgore

Go to KilgoreChamber.com or VisitKilgore.com for more event information.
If you have a community event you wish to have listed on the Kilgore Calendar please send your information via 

email to lmorgan@kilgorechamber.com, drop it by the Chamber office at 1108 N. Kilgore Street. We will be happy to share your 
event information on the community calendar and via Facebook at KilgoreChamber.

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS

JULY & AUGUST
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2022 Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce

EX-OFFICIO
Dr. Andy Baker (KISD)

Dr. Brenda Kays (Kilgore College)
Lisa Denton (Kilgore Economic Development Corp.)

Josh Selleck (City of Kilgore)
David Cleveland (East Texas Council of Governments)

KILGORE AREA  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE STAFF 

Jill R. McCartney, IOM President & CEO
Lisa Morgan, IOM, Member Services Manager

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Bobbie Hurley O’Dell, Chairman (Arpco Valves & Controls)

Robert Young, Chair Elect ( Skeeter)
Erin Brogoitti, Vice Chair (HUB International)

Tim Capps, Vice Chair (Gabriel/Jordan Buick GMC)
Blayne Cole, Treasurer (Noble Roofing Bullard Associates, LLC)

Mark Robinson, Past Chairman (AEP/SWEPCO)
Jill McCartney, Secretary (Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jack Moore (Whataburger)

Kevin Offerding (East Texas Hardware)
Ubaldo Meraz (East Texas Professional Credit Union)

John-Michael Spates (Orgill)
Nichole Cole (Business Computer Solutions, BCS)

Sharla Shead, FNP-C (Christus Trinity Clinic)

“The purpose of the Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce is to cultivate a strong business and industrial 
environment in the Kilgore area, creating a vibrant place to live, learn, work and play.”

1108 N. KILGORE STREET | KILGORE, TEXAS 75662 | 903-984-5022

Total Point Urgent Care Ribbon Cutting

Imani’s Ribbon Cutting

G’Pawz Ribbon Cutting

Buddy’s Ribbon Cutting

Morning Brew, one of 
the Chamber’s business 
connection events, was 

sponsored by Citizen’s Bank.

Thank you to John Mills  
and staff for hosting an 

outstanding event!

If your business is interested 
in hosting a Morning Brew, 

contact Lisa Morgan 
at the Kilgore Area Chamber 

903-984-5022.

The Women in Business Awards acknowledge unique women who approach community and business needs with 
strong leadership, collaboration, and intentionality to affect change and influence their surroundings.  We hope you 
and your company will utilize this prestigious award program to recognize outstanding business women in Kilgore, 
as well, as to obtain recognition for your company.  You may nominate an employee or yourself if you are a business 
owner.    

AWARD CATEGORIES 
The Rising Star Award will be presented to a woman with 10 years or less of work experience who portrays 
excellence in leadership traits and established business strategies to solve problems and create new ways 
of doing business.  

The Shining Star Award will recognize an individual with 10 years or more of work experience who 
embodies high standards of excellence, dedication, and accomplishment to their respective organization, 
industry, and the business community.   

The Lifetime Star Achievement Award is presented to an individual with at least 25 years of professional 
experience. This award recognizes a woman who has been inspirational, made a positive impact, and 
significant contributions to her industry and or community. 

SELECTION PROCESS 
Assessment of Nomination - The nomination submission will be assessed based on the information provided in 
the nomination form.  It is important to highlight accomplishments and provide as much detail as possible so that 
the Selection Committee is well informed about the nominees. 
Final Evaluation/Selection - The Selection Committee will select the recipient that will be recognized at the 
Women In Business event on Tuesday, October 4, 2022, at the Texan Theater.  The event will be held from 6:00 – 
8:30 pm.  The award recipients in each category will be honored and presented with their awards during the 
evening event.   

SELECTION CRITERIA 
The selection criteria give the Committee a point of reference to assess a nominee’s unique qualities, leadership 
traits, and accomplishments.  The following criteria will determine the potential of the nominee. 

The nominee… 

• Delivers real business impact
• Tackles business problems and obstacles with determination and creativity
• Applies innovative thinking to push boundaries and do things differently
• Uses self-belief to rise above adversity and reach their goals
• Consistently demonstrates exceptional and progressive leadership
• Mentors and inspires others to strive for success
• Uses their success to give back to their community

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING WOMEN IN BUSINESS

The Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce announced the date of October 4 as the 
day to recognize three outstanding women during the annual Women in Business 
event. The theme this year is “Boots &Bling”!

On Oct 4, the Chamber will recognize three outstanding business women in Kilgore, 
Texas. The Women in Business Awards acknowledges unique women who approach 
community and business needs with strong leadership, collaboration, and intentionali-
ty to affect change and influence their surroundings.

The three award categories include: The Rising Star, The Shining Star, and Lifetime 
Star Achiever. We encourage you and your company to utilize this prestigious award 
program to recognize outstanding business women from your business or others that 
you believe are outstanding business women. You may nominate an employee, yourself, 
a friend or an acquaintance.

The process is simple. Give the Kilgore Area Chamber a call or email lmorgan@kilgore-
chamber.com for a nomination form. Nomination deadline is August 1, 2022.

The nomination forms may be submitted by: 
Mail/Deliver to: Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce, 1108 N Kilgore St, Kilgore TX 75662

Scan & Email to: lmorgan@kilgorechamber.com

Kilgore
area chamber of commerce
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Facility 903-983-7775
Referral Fax: 888-522-6604

1901 Whipporwill Lane
Kilgore, Texas 75662

gfaulkner@thewillowsofkilgore.comgfaulkner@thewillowsofkilgore.com

Garrel FaulknerGarrel Faulkner
Administrator

LAIRD INSURANCE AGENCY

“Proudly Independent”

Bobby Beane
2700 Stone Road • P.O. Box 7000 • Kilgore, TX 75663
Phone 903-984-5000 • Fax 903-983-2366
email: bobby@lairdins.com • www.lairdins.com

2700 S. Henderson Blvd. • Kilgore, Texas 75662
903-984-3511 Phone | 903-705-1477 Fax

“Where your family
becomes our family”

Skilled Nursing Facility & Rehabilitation Center

P & W Sales May Ambush

Enerflex May Ambush
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(903) 663-3559 • 101 West Hawkins Parkway, Ste. 4 • Longview, TX 75605
ExpressPros.com/LongviewTX

STAFFING SOLUTIONS TO FIT YOUR

BUSINESS NEEDS

Temporary or long-term, Express Employment Professionals
has skilled workers ready to fit your business needs.

Contact us and see how Express can help.

FAC ID # 100561
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Ancient Greeks named 
Sirius, the star (not the ra-
dio station) the Dog Star. 
From about July 3 until ap-
proximately Aug 11, Sirius 
rises in the sky more or less 

in concert with the sun. The 
brightest star during the 
winter months, Sirius is es-
sentially invisible during the 
daylight hours. Those same 
ancient Greeks referred to 
that month-ish period when 
the Dog Star was not visible 
as Dog Days. 

Thus, the Dog Days of 
summer.

In Kilgore, the Dog Day 
(singular) of Summer this 
year will be August 7 – the 
day after the city’s fabulous 
pool officially closes for the 
season. On that day, a Sun-
day, the pool will be opened 
from 1 until 5 p.m. to dogs. 
Yes, you read that right.

Bring your hound to the 
pool that day – and only that 

day – for a free swim. Should 
you choose to do so, you’ll be 
able to get in the pool with 
your pup.

B.J. Owen, director of spe-
cial services, acknowledges 
there may be anabundance 
of dog hair in the pool but 
says it will not clog the pool 
filters… at 5 p.m., filters will 
be removed and city staff will 
start draining the pool.

In the meantime, the sec-
ond FREE Dive-In Movie 
(Spiderman: No Way Home) 
at the city pool is July 30. 
The pool will open at 8 p.m.; 
the movie starts at dusk.

•••••
Kilgore Historical Preser-

vation Foundation appears to 

have come up with a delight-
ful way to educate Kilgore’s 
youngest students in the his-
tory of our community.

Almost ready to go to the 
print shop, a Kilgore-centric 
activity book includes con-
nect-the-dot illustrations, 
pages for coloring, puzzles 
and historic pictures of the 
village-turned-city.

Committee members Janie 
Dickerson, Ruth Ann Camp, 
Sue Brown, Caleb Pirtle 
and Josh Selleck have spent 
months, working with graph-
ic artist Autumn Kinsey on 
the development of the book. 
When printers are finished, 
elementary school students 
will each receive a copy of the 
8.5x11 40-page booklet. 

The artist is a professor 
of digital art and design at 
Dallas College and has spent 
time in Kilgore, visiting 
Kinsey relatives here.

KHPF conceived of the 
booklet some years back but 
it was on hold until the city’s 
sesquicentennial provided 
the impetus to jump start the 
project early this year. 

•••••
Work continues apace 

on improvements to Main 
Street and Industrial Drive. 
Contractors are finishing the 
relocation of water and sew-
er lines on Industrial with 
TxDOT to begin reconstruc-
tion of the traffic circle and 
road improvements in the 
very near future.

Meanwhile, over on Main 
Street, new water and sew-
er lines are NOT under the 
street – crews will no longer 
have to tear up the pavement 
to repair leaks or make new 
connections in that stretch 
of Main between Rusk Street 
and Highway 259. With that 
out of the way, a contract 
will be awarded soon for new 
sidewalks. Later in the year. 
city crews will replace the 
crumbled portions of Main 
Streets concrete underlay-
ment before covering it with 
new asphalt.

The target for completion 
is still late spring – early sum-
mer of 2023.

Bill Woodall
Kilgore Community Relations Manager

Pool goes to the dogs

Call 903.
984.2593

City 
Connection

Place 

YOUR 
AD 

in next month’s 

WITH THE COMMUNITY!
The Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce and City Con-
nection newsletter is published once a month on the third 
Wednesday. Contact us today to find out how to place 
your ad in this informative monthly section.

TO PLACE YOUR AD IN  
THE NEXT ISSUE CONTACT: 
Linda Ballard, 903-984-2594 or  
lballard@kilgorenewsherald.com

Connect 
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